The passive with "get"

She was arrested.

She was arrested by the RCMP.

She got arrested.

?She got arrested by the RCMP.

She was shot -the fools!

She got shot -the fool!

?She was shot -the fool!

*She got shot -the fools!

She was shot on purpose!

She got shot on purpose!

She was / * got found dead on the beach.

She was / got caught red-handed with the cash. (was _g_o_t_)_

A house can be/*get built of stone.

Her husband had promised her a stone house, but it wound up getting built with plywood and Plasti-Roc!

The RCMP kept tabs on Tabitha.

Tabs were /*got kept on Tabitha.

*Tabith was / got tabs kept on.

_

Terence took adavantage of Tabitha.

Tabitha was / got taken advantage of by Terence.

*Advantage was / got taken ot Tabitha.

Tabitha kept track of Terence.

Terence was / ??got kept track of.

Track was / ??got kept of Terence. (idiomatic meaning lost?)

This department is going to hell in a basket! Six members were / got arrested today for possession of Play-Bunny magazine.

At The Snickering Sycamore Institute, six members were / * got arrested today for possession of Play-Bunny magazine.

How did this window get opened? -I cannot tell a lie, Sir: I was the one who did it.

How was this window opened? -*I cannot tell a lie, Sir: I was the one who did it.

How was this window opened? -We used an old fork, and that did finally work.

How did this window get opened? -*We used an old fork, and that did finally work.

A cache of Play-Bunny magazines was / */?got found by a trained police dog.

My cache of Play-Bunny magazines was / got found by a trained police dog.

A cache of  Play-Bunny magazines was / *got found by my wife.

My cache of  Play-Bunny magazines was / *got found by my wife. 

Pointy-headed radicals must be / *get exterminated ruthlessly.

Radicals must get / *be arrested to prove their devotion to the cause.

Radicals must *get / be arrested to prove that we are in control.

I will be pampered by my sweet wife!

I will be getting pampered by my sweet wife!

*I will be being pampered by my sweet wife!

There I will be, being / getting pampered by my sweet wife!

I will be, throughout the vacation, pampered by my sweet wife!

?/*I will be, 

?/*I will be, throughout the vacation, being  pampered by my sweet wife!

I will be, throughout the vacation, getting pampered by my sweet wife!

I will be (lolling about on the beach, being / getting pampered by my sweet wife!

Re-write the following active sentences in every way possible, changing only the point of view. In other words, you may change the “view of the object” or the “voice” or both, but do not change the tense, nor the aspect, nor the basic meaning of the sentence, e.g.,

Someone sent a “Happy Hallowe’en” card to her mother.

Someone sent her mother a “Happy Hallowe’en” card.

A “Happy Hallowe’en” card was sent to her mother.

Her mother was sent a “Happy Hallowe’en” card.

Her mother had a “Happy Hallowe’en” card sent to her. (causative taken as passive; “by” is possible)

Her mother got sent a “Happy Hallowe’en” card. (“get” passive; “by” is possible)

She had her mother sent a “Happy Hallowe’en” card. (ambiguous! Could mean: “She made someone send ...”)

1.
Some fool fed salted peanuts to her prize Peruvian parrot. (Note: salt is poisonous to parrots.)

2.
The city fined her for not cutting the grass.

3.
As soon as the police found out about her out-sized parabolic dish, they hauled it away and sent her a bill for the towing.

(
/2) Convert into the equivalent passive formulations.

1.
People in the street had been calling our kids names for a long time, so we decided to leave.

2.
Someone kept leaving his empty bottles on our porch.

Re-write the sentences, converting the actives to passives and the passives to actives.

1.
People in the street had been calling our kids names for a long time, so we decided to leave.

2.
Someone kept leaving his empty bottles on our porch.

3.
Someone keeps sending me all kinds of chain-letters.

4.
I have been called worse names by better people than you!

5.
The server is always busy. Some big business must be using all the lines.

6.
By tomorrow at this time, our contestants will have been swallowing hard-boiled eggs non-stop for twelve hours.

7.
To win, you have to swallow all of the eggs without stopping for orange juice.

8.
All contestants will be weighed before starting, in case there is a tie.

9.
The potential winners will be weighed again after the egg-fest to see which one ate the most.

10.
That is how we broke the tie in previous contests.

Re-write the sentences, converting from active to passive and passive to active.

1.
Someone keeps sending me all kinds of chain-letters.

2.
I have been called worse names by better people than you!

3.
The server is always busy. Some big business must might be using all the lines.

4.
By tomorrow at this time, participants in our contest will have been swallowing hard-boiled eggs non-stop for twelve hours.

5.
To win, you have to swallow all of the eggs without stopping for orange juice.

6.
All contestants will be weighed before starting, in case there is a tie.

7.
The potential winners will be weighed again after the egg-fest to see which one ate the most.

That is how we broke the tie in previous contests.

ANSWERS:

1.
 I KEEP GETTING (SENT) ALL KINDS OF CHAIN-LETTERS.

2.
BETTER PEOPLE THAN YOU HAVE CALLED ME WORSE NAMES!

3.
ALL THE LINES MUST / MIGHT BE BEING?? / BE GETTING USED?? BY SOME BIG BUSINESS / ALL THE LINES ARE MOST PROBABLY BEING USED… PERHAPS / MAYBE ALL THE LINES ARE BEING USED…

4.
 …HARD-BOILED EGGS WILL HAVE BEEN GETTING SWALLOWED NON-STOP BY OUR CONTESTANTS FOR TWELVE HOURS

5.
 (*TO WIN…) ALL OF THE EGGS MUST BE SWALLOWED WITHOUT STOPS FOR ORANGE JUICE FOR THERE TO BE A WINNER.

6.
WE WILL WEIGH THE CONTESTANTS BEFORE THEY START…

7.
WE WILL WEIGH THE POTENTIAL WINNERS AGAIN AFTER THE EGG-FEST TO SEE WHO / WHICH ONE ATE / HAS EATEN THE MOST.

8.
THAT IS HOW THE TIE WAS BROKEN IN PREVIOUS CONTESTS.

Re-write the sentences in the ‘doubly passive’ form.

1.
His electric mandolin was run over by a taxi.

2.
He was told by all kinds of people to get a haircut and come down to earth.

(
/5)
Give both possible passives for each of the following.

The government confiscated my sister’s Dune Buggy.

The bailiff came and handed her a court order.

They also took her worm-composting farm from her.

The court had already sent her a summons to appear in court.

Some people even told her it was all her own fault.

Corrections.

The government confiscated my sister’s Dune Buggy.

HER D.B. WAS CONFISCATED / SHE HAD / GOT HER D.B. CONFISCATED

The bailiff came and handed her a court order.

A COURT ORDER WAS HANDED TO HER BY THE BAILIFF / THE BAILIFF CAME AND SHE WAS HANDED A COURT ORDER

They also took her worm-composting farm from her.

HER WORM-COMPOSTING FARM WAS TAKEN  FROM HER / SHE HAD HER WORM-COMPOSTING FARM TAKEN FROM HER

The court had already sent her a summons to appear in court.

A SUMMONS TO APPEAR IN COURT HAD ALREADY BEEN SENT TO HER / SHE HAD ALREADY BEEN SENT A SUMMONS TO APPEAR IN COURT

Some people even told her it was all her own fault.

SHE WAS EVEN TOLD BY SOME PEOPLE THAT IT WAS ALL HER FAULT / SHE EVEN HAD PEOPLE TELL HER THAT IT WAS ALL HER FAULT

(
/10 points) 
Give at least two passives for each of the following. Order them by preference, starting with the ‘best-sounding’. (Use your ear.)

The government confiscated my sister’s favourite vintage Dune Buggy.

The government had been seizing my sister’s assets ever since her dental surgery, and they kept hassling and harassing her as well.

One fine sunny morning, the bailiff came and handed her a court order.

Almost every day thereafter, bailiffs came and handed her still more orders.

At last, they took her worm-composting farm from her.

Pretty soon they were grabbing everything on her property that wasn’t nailed down.

The city had already started sending her summons to appear in traffic court, tax court, land claims court, petty claims, and countless other special courts.

Now there were black-garbed security guards strolling around her dwelling, filling out files about her holdings, and noting her comings and goings.

One of her neighbours went out of his way to look up her number and to tell her it was all her own fault.

Various people even suggested that she could always hop on the next bus back to Kentucky ‘where she came from’ if she was uncomfortable with this treatment.

Suggested Corrections. 

The government confiscated my sister’s favourite vintage Dune Buggy.

My sister’s favourite Dune Buggy was confiscated by the government / got confiscated.

My sister had / got her favourite Dune Buggy confiscated.

The government had been seizing my sister’s assets ever since her dental surgery, and they kept hassling and harassing her as well.

Ever since her dental surgery, my sister’s assets had been getting seized, and she kept getting hassled and harassed as well.

Ever since her surgery, she had been having / getting her assets seized…

One fine sunny morning, the bailiff came and handed her a court order.

One fine sunny morning, she had the bailiff come and hand / coming and handing her a court order.

Almost every day thereafter, bailiffs came and handed her still more orders.

She had bailiffs coming and handing her more and more orders almost every day after that.

At last, they took her worm-composting farm from her.

At last, she had her worm-composting farm taken away from her.

Pretty soon they were grabbing everything on her property that wasn’t nailed down.

Pretty soon she had them grabbing… Pretty soon almost everything that wasn’t nailed down was getting grabbed.

The city had already started sending her summons to appear in traffic court, tax court, land claims court, petty claims, and countless other special courts.

She had already started getting sent…

Now there were black-garbed security guards strolling around her dwelling, filling out files about her holdings, and noting her comings and goings.

Now she had guards strolling around…

One of her neighbours went out of his way to look up her number and to tell her it was all her own fault.

She had one of her neighbours going out of his way to look up her number and telling her…

Various people even suggested that she could always hop on the next bus back to Kentucky ‘where she came from’ if she was uncomfortable with this treatment.

She even had / got various people suggesting…

REWRITE THE FOLLOWING PARAGRAPH, USING RELATIVE CLAUSES TO ELIMINATE REDUNDANCY, AND TRANSFORMING ACTIVE TO PASSIVE WHERE POSSIBLE AND APPROPRIATE.  SOME WORD CHANGES MAY BE NECESSARY, BUT TAKE CARE NOT TO CHANGE THE MEANING OF THE TEXT.

(
/10) A TALE OF SOCIAL INJUSTICE

Americans consume stupendous quantities of goods such as coffee and sugar.  Slaves are the major source of labor in the production of such goods.  Consumers, however, remain ignorant of this fact.  They will probably keep on buying the fruits of slave-labor for as long as the law permits it.  By the end of the millenium, Americans will have eagerly spent hundreds of billions of dollars on sugar, coffee, cocaine, and a score of other habit-forming substances, both legal and illegal.  Also, by that time, they will have been doing business with slave-owners and the bosses of disenfranchised peasants in much the same way for over one hundred years.

Convert the active sentences into passive equivalents, where possible, 

using “get” and “by...” phrases only where appropriate:

Someone handed my brother a sewing kit and told him to finish decorating the shrunken heads.

Someone else had been ruining all the other heads by putting too much vinegar.

Re-write the following active sentences in every way possible, changing only the point of view. In other words, you may change the “view of the object” or the “voice” or both, but do not change the tense, nor the aspect, nor the basic meaning of the sentence, e.g.,

Someone sent a “Happy Hallowe’en” card to her mother.

Someone sent her mother a “Happy Hallowe’en” card.

A “Happy Hallowe’en” card was sent to her mother.

Her mother was sent a “Happy Hallowe’en” card.

Her mother had a “Happy Hallowe’en” card sent to her. (causative taken as passive; “by” is possible)

Her mother got sent a “Happy Hallowe’en” card. (“get” passive; “by” is possible)

She had her mother sent a “Happy Hallowe’en” card. (ambiguous! Could mean: “She made someone send ...”)

1.
Some fool fed salted peanuts to her prize Peruvian parrot. (Note: salt is poisonous to 
parrots.)

2.
The city fined her for not cutting the grass.

3.
As soon as the police found out about her out-sized parabolic dish, they hauled it away and sent her a bill for the towing.

Construct two types of actives, two types of passives, and one causative-passive (‘victim passive’). Use the following: 
Ludmilla, City Hall, a notice and a fine, send, every summer.


City Hall sends a notice and a fine to Ludmilla every summer.


City Hall sends Ludmilla a notice and a fine every summer.


A notice and a fine are sent to Ludmilla every summer.


Ludmilla is / gets sent a notice and a fine every summer.


Ludmilla has City Hall send  / sending her a fine every summer.


Ludmilla gets City Hall sending her a notice and a fine every summer.


DO NOT CONFUSE WITH TRUE CAUSATIVE :


Ludmilla gets City Hall to send her a notice and a fine…

Change the voices, if appropriate.

a)
The girls are all chasing me!

b)
All sorts of insects laid their eggs on the piece of meat.

c)
We moved back to Inuvik because people kept calling our children horrible names in the street.

d)
It was the little girl, not her brother, who asked her mother what the dirty word meant.

e)
Every time I tried to speak, I got pushed around, shouted at, and sometimes even spat in 
the face.

f)
Cosmic particles from the solar storm were making the radio broadcast impossible to receive, so we turned it off.
.

g)
If I don't fix the hole in this tent pretty soon, the bugs will just be eating me for that much longer.

h)
The children had their switch-blades confiscated.

i)
Someone stole my mandolin during the thirty seconds that I had my back turned.

CORRECTION 

a)
I am being chased by all the girls!

b)
eggs were laid on the piece of meat by all sorts of insects.

c)
our children were getting called all sorts of horrible names in the street, so we moved back to innuvik.

d)
the mother was asked by her little girl, not her son, what the dirty word meant.

e)
every time I tried to speak, someone (would push me around, shout at me, and sometimes even spit in my face) / (pushed me around, shouted at me, etc.)

f)
the radio broadcast was being made impossible to receive (by) / (because of cosmic particles from the solar storm, so ...etc.

g)
if the hole in this tent isn't fixed / (doesn't get fixed) pretty soon, I will just be getting eaten by the bugs for that much longer.

h)
 (the authorities) / (they) confiscated the children's switch-blades.

i)
my mandoline was stolen during the thirty seconds that I had my back turned. (or, popular:) I got my mandoline stolen...etc.

Re-write the sentences, converting from active to passive and passive to active.

1.
Someone keeps sending me all kinds of chain-letters.

2.
I have been called worse names by better people than you!

3.
The server is always busy. Some big business must / might be using all the lines.

4.
By tomorrow at this time, participants in our contest will have been swallowing hard-boiled eggs non-stop for twelve hours.

5.
To win, you have to swallow all of the eggs without stopping for orange juice.

6.
All contestants will be weighed before starting, in case there is a tie.

7.
The potential winners will be weighed again after the egg-fest to see which one really ate the most.

8.
That is how we broke the tie in previous contests.

ANSWERS:

1.
 I KEEP GETTING (SENT) ALL KINDS OF CHAIN-LETTERS.

2.
BETTER PEOPLE THAN YOU HAVE CALLED ME WORSE NAMES!

3.
ALL THE LINES MUST / MIGHT BE BEING?? / BE GETTING USED?? / BE IN USE / BY SOME BIG BUSINESS / ALL THE LINES ARE MOST PROBABLY BEING USED… PERHAPS / MAYBE ALL THE LINES ARE BEING USED…

4.
 …HARD-BOILED EGGS WILL HAVE BEEN GETTING SWALLOWED NON-STOP BY OUR CONTESTANTS FOR TWELVE HOURS

5.
 (*TO WIN…) ALL OF THE EGGS MUST BE SWALLOWED WITHOUT STOPS FOR ORANGE JUICE FOR THERE TO BE A WINNER.

6.
WE WILL WEIGH THE CONTESTANTS BEFORE THEY START…

7.
WE WILL WEIGH THE POTENTIAL WINNERS AGAIN AFTER THE EGG-FEST TO SEE WHO / WHICH ONE ATE / HAS EATEN THE MOST.

8.
THAT IS HOW THE TIE WAS BROKEN IN PREVIOUS CONTESTS.

A.
Convert from active to passive or vice-versa, if appropriate.

Last time I went camping on Ste-Catherine Street, the experience discouraged me.

During the hour or two that it took me to pitch my tent, people on the street were constantly calling me names.

Another camper warned me that the freezing rain had crushed his tent.

These warnings and the passer-bys’ comments frightened me.

All night long, the sirens kept me awake.

My tent was not long enough for me to stretch out, so it rained on my feet.

I counted sheep and practised the multiplication tables all night.

I could hear someone eating all my peanut-butter, but I was too shy to protest.

When at last the sun came up, I thought, “By the time I get my ride back to Quebec with Allô-Stop, the cats and dogs will have completely devoured the food in my pack-sack, and the wet snow will have been soaking my clothes for almost twenty-four hours.”

Correction

I was discouraged by my last experience camping...

I was constantly being called names...

I was warned by another camper that his tent had been crushed by the rain...

I was frightened by these warnings and (by) the ...

I was kept awake all night long by...

[My tent...], and my feet got wet in the rain.

[change inappropriate]

I could hear my peanut butter getting eaten up...

[When... A-Stop, the food in my pack-sack will have been completely devoured by the cats and dogs, and my clothes will have been getting soaked /I’ll have been getting my clothes soaked in the wet snow for almost....]

Compose five (roughly) equivalent sentences with the following elements:

Baby-Bones / hand to (past perf. prog.) / Wladimir / his half-eaten Granola bars

1st active: B.B. handed his half-eaten Granola Bars to Wlad

2nd active: B.B. handed Wlad his half-eaten Granola Bars

1st passive:

B.B.’s half-eaten Granola Bars were/got handed to Wlad (presumably by someone other than B.B.)

Half-eaten Granola Bars got (were) handed to Wlad (by B.B.)

2nd passive:

Wlad was (got) handed B.B.’s half-eaten Granola Bars (presumably by someone other than B.B.)

Wlad was (got) handed half-eaten Granola Bars (possibly by B.B.)

1st causative passive:

Wlad had half-eaten Granola Bars handed to him

Wlad had B.B. hand him his half-eaten Granola Bars

Wlad had B.B. handing him his half-eaten Granola Bars

2nd causative passive:

Wlad got half-eaten Granola Bars handed to him

Wlad got B.B. handing him his half-eaten Granola Bars

Note that the following means that Wlad literally ‘got’ B.B. to surrender his Granola Bars, i.e., it is genuinely causative:

Wlad got (=‘caused’) B.B. to hand him his half-eaten Granola Bars.

Notice that the following is quite impossible:

Wlad got B.B.  *hand  him his half-eaten Granola Bars.

In my English, I cannot say the following, although it can be heard, apparently with both genuinely causative and passive meanings:

Wlad got B.B.  handing  him his half-eaten Granola Bars.

On the other hand, with ‘have’ the ‘to’ infinitive is impossible, and the meaning is ambiguous as to whether the event is genuinely caused by Wlad, or merely endured by him:

Wlad had B.B. (*to) hand him his half-eaten Granola Bars.

With ‘handing’ instead of ‘hand’, the passive meaning may seem more likely, but that is merely an effect of context. This ‘-ing’ may reinforce notions of (possibly irritating) continuity or intermittance, but it may also refer to something ‘as it was happening’, e.g., as something that someone was just about to do or was in the middle of doing:

Wlad had B.B. handing him his half-eaten Granola Bars.

Convert from active to passive.

1.
The children had sent me letters asking for more money.

2.
Vandals were cutting Jean Harlow's pictures out of the encyclopaedias.

3.
Quebeckers eat cheap beef.

4.
A man who was trying to invent a cheap back-scratcher accidentally invented the metal clothes-hanger.

5.
Mildred Milner of Milton Meadows, Minnesota wrote the tune that you are about to hear, "Twilight for Two".

Rewrite in the passive, using "get" or "be" and including the

Agent phrase as appropriate.

Someone called me to the principal's office.

People there told me to come back after lunch.

When I came back, the principal gave me a tongue-lashing for not coming to see him at once.

He then called in his special prosecutor.

Mrs. Whiplash proceeded to administer three sharp snaps on my wrist with a rubber band.

It didn't hurt very much but it was strangely humiliating.

When I asked why they had called me to the office, they assured

me that in due course they would inform my next-of-kin by registered mail.

(2)  ACTIVE >>> PASSIVE

1.
Some far-sighted far-right members of the Montreal Mafia have organized a
knitting club as a front for their secret activities.

2.
Computer nerds often try to appear more "normal" (?) by using the front covers of certain "men's magazines" to hide the books that they are actually reading for fun (e.g.,"Plato's Republic").

3.
Why aren't you using a pre-amplifier to boost the high-pitch
sounds that your instrument produces? (2) COLLOQUIAL >>> FORMAL

1.
I've been getting eaten alive by the mosquitoes ever since I


arrived here!

2.
We have been constantly discriminated against, and our kids are still getting insulted every day in school and shouted at in the streets.
