ADVERB PLACEMENT

Some typical ‘default’ positions:

NO OBJECT verb+adv.: She looked nervously at the knife

OBJECT verb+obj+adv.: She took the knife nervously

Note varying emphasis and scope:

(nervously)
She looked at the knife



She took the knife




She tapped her foot
The main constraint:

NO ADVERB BETWEEN VERB AND DIRECT OBJECT

She swallowed (*nervously) the pill.

Other positions emphasize the adverb and vary its scope:

(often)

My friend's coming home amuses me

(only)

The passenger hurt his arm

(quickly)

She ran her fingers through her hair

(nervously)
She tapped her foot

(rapidly)

She shifted her weight from one foot to another

(shyly)


She looked around the room

(suddenly)

She looked up and saw several of her friends

(slowly)
She gained confidence in her ability to speak to the crowd

(boldly)
She looked out at her audience

(boldly)
She looked out at the audience blocking the exits
(confidently)
She delivered her speech

(confidently)
She delivered her speech in a lowered voice

(confidentially)
She delivered her speech in a lowered voice
